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to a DETI Webinar

Presented by Distance Education &
Technology Integration (DETI)

eLearning@UNG (D2L) -
“The Discussion Tool”

P ——

This webinar will demonstrate the use of the Discussion tool. The
Discussion tool can be used for creating and managing interactive topic
discussions between individual students or groups.
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Discussions Tool-
Objectives

* Explain the difference between a Discussion
Forum and a Discussion Topic

 Demonstrate how to create a Discussion
Forum and Discussion Topics, including “for
groups”

* Explain the tracking and grading tools for
Discussion Topics
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About the Discussions Tool

e Use the Discussions tool in your course to encourage
students to share thoughts on course material with their
peers. You can set up forums and topics for users to ask
guestions, discuss course content and assignments, and
work together in assigned groups.

e Discussions are set up in Forums (categories) and Topics (to
be discussed). Before any topic can be added for discussion,
at least one Forum has to be created.

* Discussion participation is by “starting a thread”, an original

entry, or post, to a Discussion Topic, replies add to the
“thread”.
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Using the Webinar Working
Environment

* You are enrolled in “Faculty Work Area MT”

* You will either see it on your Course List or
can search for it by the name

* You can toggle between the Bb Collaborate
session and your eLearning screen for
“hands-on” work

UNG UNIVERSITY o
NORTH (GEORGIA

e ee——




el earning'\@ UN

UNIVERSITY of
NORTH GEORGIA"

Discussions Tool

1. Access the Discussions Tool through the Discussions button/link.

ft eL»earningH@UNG

Course Home Content Discussions Assignments Quizzes Classlist

2. “New” button to create
a hew Forum or Topic

3. A “Forum” is a category
where “Topics” are
created. A “Topic” is
where discussions are
held.

4. You must create at least
one Forum in the course in
order to have Discussion
Topics.

JNW Work Area

B e U

Grades Resources w

¥

Discussions

Discussions List Subscriptions

More Actions

New Topic

Topic

Demol +~

Mew Forum

Group and Section Restrictions Statistics
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, Discussions Tool -

Discussions List Subscriptions Group and Section Restricti F
More Actions

New Forum napproved

Mew Topic
Properties Restrictions
Demo ~

e PP TAAPNIR o n o gman, | NEW FOrum Details

Title *

|

() Create a new topic in this forum with the same title @

New Forum

Must have a “Title”
(name). Can also
automatically create a
topic of the same name.

Click for more
information, typical

- Fant Fam... ~ Font Size: w . -

Forum
Properties T

Parazraph - B [ g - 3= ==

Description and/or
Instructions box

¥ % o RO 4

Dptions

Forum Options
() Allow anonymous posts @ Settings

[:] A moderator must approve individual posts before they display in the forum @
C] Users must start a thread before they can read and reply to other threads in each topic @
C] Display forum description in topics @)

[ seanacen.  [HE Save Cancet
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- — Check box to hide

() Hide from Users topic from students

s e

Availability

D Has Start Date
Set date and time to Start

availability based on the
option selected below:
See Option key*

P 5/12/2022 12:30 PM
@) Visible with access restricted before start @)

Visible with submission restricted before start e

Hidden before start @@

[

D Has End Date
= 9/19/2022 4:30 PM

Set date and time to End
availability based on the
option selected below:
See Option key*

@) Visible with access restricted afterend @)

Visible with submission restricted after end @

Hidden afterend @

Display In Calendar

NSNS

Release Conditions

Set Release Conditions
or restrict for certain
groups only

Attach Existing Create and Attach B Remove All Conditions

There are no conditions attached to this item.

Group and Section Restrictions

[:] Restrict this forum to the following groups and sections e

Add Groups and Sections

L

%
§

Discussions Tool -

Forum

Forum Restrictions
Note: All Forum
restrictions apply to all

Topics within the

Forum.

*Option key:

Visible with access restricted before
start/after end - Visible in discussion
list but not clickable

Visible with submission restricted
before/after end start - Visible and
clickable for viewing, but can't post
(Posts can be made between Start and
End dates and time, this setting works
like “unlocking” between dates)

Hidden before/after start/end
- Not visible on discussion list
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Forum

?
é

Testing Forum | ~

;". Grnupf‘:b:tinnruu'ictinn:/ \

Add Topic
Topic Collapse Forum Threads Pests Last Past
Topicl , Edit Forum The menu for a Forum,

Add Topic, Edit Forum

Hide from Users settings, and more...

Topic 2

T

;". Group/section restrictiof: Wiew Forum Statistics

Mew topic2 ., subscribe Qo o

/

B k"’ I Sy

Oelete

g

L e WY LI L T O R s

i

e

Forum menu
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New Forum napproved

New Tonic
Demo ~

Topic Properties

Discussions List Subscriptions Group and Section Restricti

’ Topic

Discussions Tool -

New Topic

oose a Forum from

Properties Restrictions Assessment Objectives the drop-down menu or

reate a new Forum
New Topic Details

Forum *

[ -- Choose a Forum — v | [MewForum] @

Topic Type

(E) Open topic, everyone can access this topic and its contents
(:) Group or section topic, everyone can access this topic but students only see threads from their own group or section

Must have a

“Title” (name)

o &S &°) - Parazrah «- B I U -

Description and/or
Instructions box

il
Ll
liii

Select as Open
for everyone or
as a Group topic

- Fant Fam... ~  FontSize ~ Wl -

v T o R W 4

Options

C] Allow anonymous posts @
() A moderator must approve individual posts before they display in the topic @
C] Users must start a thread before they can read and reply to other threads @

Rate Posts Optional ratings
[ NoRatings v e type selection

m Save snd e sae Fones!
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Properties Restrictions Assessment Objectives

C] Hide from Users

Check box to hide
topic from students

Set date and time to Start

Aoailabillity

[ ] Has Start Date

M 9/13/2021 1:14 PM
o ) availability based on the
®) Visible with access restricted before start .
option selected below:
Visible with submission restricted before start @ See Option key*

Hidden before start @

(1) HasEnd Date Set date and time to End

B 9/20/2021 S availability based on the
@) Visible with access restricted after end option selected below:
o o , See Option key*
Visible with submission restricted afterend
Hidden after end a
Display In Calendar

Release Conditions

Attach Existing Create and Attach

i Remove All Conditiof  Set Release Conditions

or restrict for certain
groups only

There are no conditions attached to this item.

Grougp and S=ction Restrictions

BT I i e e F LT P

Restrict this tonic to t

f
e

Discussions Tool -

Topic

Topic Restrictions

*Option key:

Visible with access restricted before
start/after end - Visible in discussion
list but not clickable

Visible with submission restricted
before/after end start - Visible and
clickable for viewing, but can't post
(Posts can be made between Start and
End dates and time, this setting works
like “unlocking” between dates)

Hidden before/after start/end
- Not visible on discussion list
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Topic Assessment

Discussions Tool -
Setting up the Assessment

Edit Topic - Discussion#1

? Assess Topic

Praperties Restrictions Assessment Objectives

Assessment Associate with (or
create) a Grade ltem
Grade ltem for Topic
Discussion 1 v [New Grade ltem] @
Seore QutOr Set Score "Out of"
10 @
Rubrics
Add Rubric

Associate Rubric
Discussion Board Participation - Analytic lIl X

[Create Rubric in New Window]

Settings for assessing
individual posting (not
recommended)

Posts

Allow assessment of individual posts @

Calculation

-- Select a calculation method -- w Include unassessed posts in the calculated topic score as zero Q
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Topic

General ~

Topic

Discussion#1 v/

? Includes asse
ﬂ View Topic

Test « View Topic in Grid View
? Includes assesgm
Edit Topic
View Topic Statistics
Aszess Topic
TestGroupl
Subscribe
Topic Delete

N

Threads Posts

Last Post

o

Jim Wilkison

The topic menu for a Discussion
Topic, select viewing options,

editing properties, assessment,
and more.

Threads

Posts

Last Post

Topic menu
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Discussions Tool -

Discussion#1 ~

? Includes assessment.

T}( Subscribe
Add a description ...

Rubrics

B Discussion Board Participation - Analytic Il

Start a Mew Thread

Filter by: Al Threads ~

Click to start a new
thread in a
Discussion Topic

Existing thread
already started. Click
on name to respond

to it.

Sample thread

student jim posted Sep 8, 2016 2:00 PM gy Subscribe

Topic

Posting to topics

This is a sample thread for Discussion 1
0 0 2 ‘

Unread Replies Views

@ Sample thread ~

student jim posted Sep 8, 2014 2:00 PM ﬁ Subscribe

This is a sample thread for Discussion 1

Reply or respond to
this thread.

Reply to Thread

Filter by: All Posts ~ | Clear filters

1 items shown.

Jim Wilkison
Just now

Looks good to me!

Reply to the
response.
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Discussions can be assessed with or without a Assessment
rubric through the “Assess Topic” option in
the topic menu, as shown:

Assess Topic - Discussion#1

Publish All S5cores to Grades Retract All Scores Manage Columns

Topic /
Discussion#1 | v Users Assessments
? Includes assessmn

Wiew Topic
Test ~ View Topic in Grid View View By: User w Apply
? Includes assessm . — .

Edit Topic Click on "Taopic

Score"to see all of
the students postings
and give a score

View Topic Statistics L Show Sd

View Options

Assess Toni
TestGroupl o
Subscribe Show Topic Score w
Topic Delete

First Mame, Last Mame Score

test Studentl

Topic Score - /10 (0%)

The Discussion Tool

Test Student2

Topic Score - /10 (0%)

Um UNWERS[TY@"
NORTH (GEORGIA




UNIVERSITY of
NORTH GEORGIA"

el earning'\@ UN

The Group tools are found on the Course Admin page.

Discussions Tool -
Forums and Topics:
Group Discussions

L, ] JNW Work Area

eLearning‘\éUNG

Grades

Discussions  Assignments  Quizzes  Classlist

Course Home  Content

Course Administration

Tools

= Announcements B Assignments & Attendance
© Awards ¥ Book Management =9 Broken Links
M Calendar # Chat iz Checklists

= Class Progress = Classlist 4 Competencies

Ll Content B Course Builder ¥ Course Design Accelery

® Course Reset % Discussions

'y Asked Questions L1l Glossary
mepages

# Instructional Design W

B Course Offering Information

M External Learning Tools Frequentl

B Grades & Groups

4 Import / Export / Copy Ccmpunen‘ts@ Insights Portal

&

Learning Activity Library

Resources & Links ~

M

Course Admin

e o g g i ey B

mmﬁmﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁ“ﬁm
Manage Groups

=R

Categories

You have not defined any groups. Click Mew Category to cre

Click on “New Category”
to set up groups.
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New Category
Name of group
category

Category Information

Category Name *

Description
O & £ | +| Paragraph « B I U = 3E = E |-

Enrallment Type

# of Groups - No Auto Enrollments

Number of Groups *

Group Prefix

Additional Options
Check box to set
up Discussions for
groups in this

category

w Collapse additional options

Create Workspace

Set up discussion arfas Q
Setup lockers @

Set up assignment submission folders Q

Cancel

Determines
how groups
are populated

Fant Fam...

Setting up

discussions
through the
Groups tool

=

Discussions Tool - Forums
and Topics: Group Discussions

|
)
|
j

e T
Additional Options
w Collapse additional options
Create Workspace
Set up discussion areas @
Forum *

Demo v [New Forum] @

® Create new topic

Create a new topic to restrict with this group category.

e TP PO AN TR ST g i e

Attach to existing topic

Create a group-restricted thread in an existing topic. This option is only available for empty topic
Cancel

Create Restricted Topics

L.

Category Name

Jimtest

Forum *

/

Demo v [New Forum] @

O Create gfie topic per group (4 topics total)
Teachegffmust manage each topic individually. Students anly see the tople assigned to their group.

Create one topic with threads separated by group

Il activity and ent from one topic see threads from their own group.

Title

Jimtest Group Discussion

A P AP o B W R BNyt I s B PN AP g oI oo 9GP 0 s

Description
OsS P - Paragraph v B I U « =E = = «  Fronthn v s v m
Description or
Instructions
Create and Next ‘Add Another Skip
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Group Discussions

Edit Forum - New Test Forum .

Properties Restrictions
—

A iy 2]

You can also assign (C—

7

. [C) Restrict this forum to the following groups and sections @ 3

Forums and Topics to e s

GfOUpS through the ;W?r b (- TR 010 o) =Tt AT 34 g T T I‘;

attached to this item. Fy

“Restrictions> Group and (= o= ;

Section Restrictions” :
settings of newIY created SRR o topic2 :
Forums and Topics
Properties Restrictions Assessment Objectives i
j

WW\_.\ Ui VWY, N AN N M ey

Groupan d Section Restrictions %
() Restrict this topic to the following groups and sections @ }
3
¢
2
There are no group or section restrictions i
attached to this item. 3
3
Save and New Save Cancel
4
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Forums and Topics:
; Group Discussions

Discussions List Subscriptions Group and Section Restricti
More Actions N ew TO p i'c
New Forum napproved
New Topic Properties Restrictions Assessment Objectives D|§§l|§et%tDEiICFi g#‘lon;nt?he
drop-down list {or
Demo ~ . :
New TODIC Details create a new one).

Forum ™

Demo v [New Forum] @

OR

l

Topic Type

O Open topic, everyone can access this topic and its contents
@® Group or section topic, everyone can access this topic but students only see threads from their own group or section

e e ¥ e A N i N il e I P e N e U e e T e Ul gttt

4
A
D {
w
em D 5 Group or Section Category
i Set as a group topic,
Add Topic Class groups v then select the group
I category you want fro
_ the group discussions
lepkc Hide Topics ) Title *
3
. Edit Forum f
Disc 1 } Must have a Title
Description
Wiew Forum Statistics tﬁ
{r O &S P - Paragraph v B I U = 3= = =« Font Fam... v Size v H -
D2L Brig Subscribe 3
" 3
(@ Group/se
Delete
L m-‘"w
e e R I YA I P
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: Adding to Table of Contents

Demo Lesson ~

Add dates and restrictions...

Add a description...
Pt e

™
=
B
<
Z
| » x

i~ Mmﬂ-‘[jﬁuh@_/wu;mm,ann—w\gw»\ﬂn&
-]
1

- ~ P
Assignments D .
ISCUSsIONs
Course Syllabus v~ .
Chat Forums listed
= =
= . @' General > |E
- w
16 [Broken Topic] Checkist
= Lecture for Exam 3 F/ | Discussi k——'—'— W TestGroupRestrictions ’
= ons
- .
= Neave Chapter 14 FA External Learning Tools @' Group Submittals & Commentary »
. — .
= Testinglinks v LiveText ®" Blogs Select and click on
& the Discussion topic
Quizzes ® Civil War desired.
7 = compé_unitla_lectun
Self Assessments #° Native American Tribes >
110 = The Computer as a Sy il
Surveys _
= 04Track 0421 v Cancel

.e

Use the “Add Existing Activities” button in
an existing module (or in a new module)
to select existing Discussions Topics
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The Distance Education>elLearning/D2L
Resources page has more detailed information on
the different tools and elements of the eLearning
environment including:

* Home Page, Navigation, & Widgets
 Content Tool and Content Builder

* Discussions

* Dropbox

* Quizzes

 Grades

 E-mail & Calendar

= =
Please email any questions to
DETIQung.edu
UNG “Nokr Groraia
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Distance Education & Technology Integration (DETI)
| Dahlonega, GA 30597

82 College Circle
706. 867. 2520 | DETI@ung.edu | wwwung.edu/dett
www.facebook.com/ UNGDETI
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