
Creating Group Discussions through the Discussions Tool 
 
(Note: Groups must exist to use the following tools and features) 

I. Create a Forum with a topic for each group. 
1. Under “Discussions”, click on “Group and Section Restrictions”, and “Automatically create 

restricted topics”: 

 

2. Select the group category and Forum (or create new) for the group topics: 

 

 



3. The following screen will show the new forum with the group topics and restrictions. Click 
“Save”: 

 

 

4. Return to the Discussions list and scroll to the bottom.  The new forum and topics will be located 
here.  The forum and topic names can be revised to better reflect what is being discussed. 

 

Students will see this Forum and only their groups’ topic. 

 



II. Creating a single topic with group restrictions, such that only the members of any particular group 
can see other group member postings (threads).  This new topic can be added to an existing forum (a 
new forum would have to be created before this “group restricted” topic). 
1. Navigate to the Forum where the new topic will be added and click on the drop-down menu 

arrow.  Select “Add Topic” from the menu: 

 

2. Select “Group or section topic,…” under “Topic Type”, the groups category you want to discuss 
the topic, and give the topic a Title: 
(Note: If the selection “Section” is listed, DO NOT select it! Only select a group category name.) 
 

 



3. After clicking “Save and Close” for the New Topic, you will return to the Discussions list.  Scroll to 
the Forum where you added the topic.  The new topic will be the last one listed.  Note it shows 
“Group/section Restrictions”: 
 

 

 

Students will see this forum with this new topic and any other topic that has been created with group 
restrictions.  However, they will only see postings from their fellow group members. 

 

III. Applying group restrictions to an existing topic.  
This is only for restricting a topic to select groups (usually just one) in a group category. 
1. Navigate to the topic where you want to apply the group restrictions, click on the menu arrow for 

the topic, and select “Edit Topic”:  

 



2. On the “Edit Topic” screen, click on the “Restrictions” tab.  Check the box for “Restrict this topic 
to the following groups and sections” and click the “Add Groups and Sections” button (if these 
are not visible, click on “Show Topic Group and Section Restrictions”). 

 

3. In the pop-up window, select the groups category that has the group (or groups) that you want to 
discuss this topic and them in the list.  Click the “Add” button: 

 
 



4. You will return to the “Restrictions” screen and the Group restrictions will be shown.  “Save and 
Close”: 

 
 

Now only Group 1 of the Course Discussion Groups can post to this topic in this example. 

 


