
Bonus Grade Items 
 

Fundamentally, a Bonus Grade item only adds to the final calculated grade of a course.  It does not 

count as part of the maximum overall possible course grade.  (E.g., bonus grade item = 20 pts.; 

maximum possible course grade = 500 pts.; earned course points = 415 pts.; final calculated grade = 415 

+ 20 = 435 pts.; therefore final percentage grade = 435/500 = .87 or 87%) 

Any grade item can be set to be a bonus item in the properties of the grade item: 

 

Since there are two principal grade systems for the eLearning (D2L) grade book, there are two 

considerations for using and setting grade items as bonus. 

For the “Points” system, any grade item, set to be a bonus item, regardless if it is in a Category or not, 

will have its value added to the final calculated grade, as noted above. 

For the “Weighted” system, a stand-alone grade item (not in a category), that is set to be a bonus item 

will have its value added to the final calculated grade, as noted above, as well.  In order for the bonus 

point value to add properly, the bonus grade item weight should be set equal to the point value. 

However, if a bonus grade item is a part of a category, the “bonus” effect on the category has to do with 

the bonus grade item’s weight (regardless of the category weight-distribution choice).  The higher the 

bonus grade item’s weight, the larger the effect on the category’s grade. 

Note: Because of the complexity of ascertaining the correct weighting for the bonus grade item in order 

to obtain the specific effect on the category grade, including bonus grade items in categories in 

the “Weighted” system is not recommended. 

 


